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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 July 2005 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to Applicant's communication dated July 7, 2005. The examiner 
acknowledges election of claims 21-31, 41-53, 55, 56, and 58-66 in response to 
restriction/election requirement. Applicant is respectfully requested to cancel all the withdrawn 
non-elected claims in response to this office action. Claims 21-31, 41-53, 55, 56, and 58-66 are 
pending in this application and have been examined. The rejections are stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 21-31, 41-53, 55, 56, and 58-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bigari (US Patent 5,010,485). 

With reference to claim 21, Bigari teaches a computerized method of modifying data in a 
payor account from a financial transaction between a payor and a payee (See Bigari Abstract), 
comprising: entering data that identifies a credit or debit amount into a station controlled by the 
payee (See Bigari Abstract, claim 23 Column 16 lines 11-16); transmitting the data that identifies 
the credit or debit amount to a separate network controlled by other than the payee (See Bigari 
Abstract, claim 23 Column 16 lines 18-21); within the separate network, modifying the data 
associated with the payor account as a credit or debit based at least partially on the credit or debit 
amount (See Bigari Abstract, claim 23 Column 16 lines 41-44); transferring any data 
representing a debit or credit back to the payee (See Bigari Abstract, claim 28). 
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With reference to claim 41, Bigari teaches a computerized method of modifying data in a 
payor account using a point of sale terminal of a merchant (See Bigari Column 6 lines 5-25), said 
method comprising: entering data that identifies a credit or debit amount into a point of sale 
terminal that receives data concerning a payor's transaction with the merchant, said point of sale 
terminal being controlled by the merchant (See Bigari Abstract, claim 23 Column 16 lines 1 1- 
16); transmitting the data that identifies the credit or debit amount to a separate network (See 
Bigari Abstract, claim 23 Column 16 lines 18-21); within the separate network, modifying the 
data associated with the payor account as a credit or debit (See Bigari Abstract, claim 23 Column 
16 lines 41-44); and transferring any data representing a debit or credit back to the merchant (See 
Bigari Abstract, claim 28). 

With reference to claim 22, Bigari teaches the step wherein said entering of data occurs at 
a point of sale (See Bigari Column 10 lines 11-19). 

With reference to claims 23 and 43, the step wherein the transmitting of data is performed 
after each entering step is old and well known in the art. This step helps a user correct errors 
before proceeding to the next step. 

With reference to claims 24 and 44, Bigari teaches the step wherein the transmitting of 
data is performed after a plurality of entering steps (See Bigari claim 36). 

With reference to claims 25 and 45, Bigari teaches the step wherein the payor account is 
one of a plurality of payor accounts, and wherein the step of modifying the data includes 
selecting the one or more payor accounts based on instructions that are entered in the system by 
said payor and that accompany the entering of data (See Bigari claim 36, family of charge cards 
implies plurality of accounts) 
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With reference to claims 26 and 46, Bigari teaches the step wherein said transmitting of 
the data is performed by the payee, and the modifying and transferring are performed outside the 
control of the payee (See Bigari Column 2 lines 42-52) 

With reference to claims 27 and 47, Bigari teaches the step wherein said entering and 
transmitting are performed by the payor, and the modifying and transferring are performed by a 
third party other than the payee (See Bigari Abstract). 

With reference to claims 28 and 48, Bigari teaches the step wherein the separate station, 
controlled by other than the payee, handles both data and cash (See Bigari Column 2 lines 32- 
34). 

With reference to claims 29 and 49, Bigari teaches the step wherein entering the data 
includes first entering data that identifies a credit amount into a payor account at the station 
controlled by the payee; at a later time entering data that identifies a debit amount into a station 
controlled by the payee (See Bigari Column 2 lines 58-67). 

With reference to claims 30 and 50, Bigari teaches the step wherein said payor account is 
an existing payor account (See Bigari Column 1 lines 24-29). 

With reference to claims 31 and 51, Bigari teaches the step wherein entering the data into 
a payor account occurs at multiple unrelated payees with multiple payee accounts (See Bigari 
Column 2 lines 13-19). 

With reference to claim 42, Bigari teaches the step further comprising the step of a 
second payor entering a tendered amount into the point of sale terminal of a network controlled 
by the merchant, said amount being greater than an amount due the merchant for a sale; 
subtracting any amount due the merchant from at least a portion of the tendered amount of the 
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second payor to obtain a second additional amount; transmitting any second additional amount 
to the separate network and, within the separate network crediting the additional amount into a 
payor account of the second payor (See Bigari claim 36, payor is included to include a second 
payor also). 

With reference to claim 52, Bigari teaches the step wherein any amount due is zero so 
that the additional amount is equal to the tendered amount and the additional amount is 
transmitted to the separate station and so that the payor may add to a payor account without 
making a payment to the merchant (Inherent in Bigari' s disclosure; a cancelled purchase or no 
purchase implies zero amount due). 

With reference to claim 53 the step of printing a receipt after a transaction is old and well 
known. For instance after an ATM transaction, the receipt provides information about the 
* transaction amount and the balance in the account. 

With reference to claims 55 and 56, Bigari teaches the step wherein the step of entering 
includes specifying whether the modifying of data in a payor account is a credit or debit (See 
Bigari Abstract and Column 1 line 65 - Column 2 line 5). 

With reference to claims 58 and 59, Bigari teaches the step wherein the step of entering 
includes specifying that the modifying of data in a payor account is a debit (See Bigari Abstract 
and Column 1 line 65 - Column 2 line 5). 

With reference to claim 60, Bigari teaches the step wherein the step of modifying the data 
associated with the payor account includes the account being a default account (Inherent in 
Bigari' s disclosure; an account read from a credit card is a default account). 
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With reference to claim 61, Bigari teaches the step including identifying the payor with a 
PIN number (See Bigari Column 1 line 65 - Column 2 line 5, PIN number is well known in debit 
card usage). 

With reference to claims 62-63, Bigari teaches the step wherein entering includes 
entering an identifier that identifies the payor electromagnetically using a sensor responsive to 
electromagnetic radiation (See Bigari Column 7 lines 1-9) wherein said sensor uses a bar code 
reader (old and well known) 

With reference to claims 64 and 65, Bigari teaches the step wherein the step of entering 
data includes reading magnetic signals with a sensor responsive to magnetic signals (See Bigari 
Column 7 lines 1-9) and wherein the step of entering a data includes reading magnetic signals 
from a smart card (See Bigari Column 1 line 30 - Column 2 line 5 and Column 4 lines 1-5; 
charge cards are interpreted to include a smart card). 

With reference to claim 66, Bigari teaches the step wherein entering data includes reading 
a credit or debit card (See Bigari Column 1 line 30 - Column 2 line 5 and Column 4 lines 1-5). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

(a) Hovakimian (US Patent 5,466,919) (November 14, 1995) Credit/Charge Card System 
Enabling Purchasers to Contribute to Selected Charities 
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(b) Zervides et al (US Patent 6,052,674) (April 18, 2000) Electronic Invoicing and 
Collection System and Method with Charity Donations 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 

(571) 272-6751. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 

7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (571) 272-6747. The fax number for Formal or 

Official faxes and Draft to the Patent Office is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

N. Subramanian 
August 29, 2005 



^agdishN. Patel 
Primary Examiner 



